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INTRODUCTION OF DR. RENÉ J. DUBOS AS THE FIRST
HERMAN BEERMAN LECTURER
DR. HARVEY BLANK
We are here to honor Dr. Herman Beerman,
Professor of Dermatology at the University of
Pennsylvania and Chairman of the Department
of Dermatology in its Graduate School, a man
who taught me dermatopathology and who
taught me what is more important, that a pro-
ductive life in dermatology is characterized
by infinite scholarship, by great industry and
by unshakable loyalty and friendship to one's
colleagues and associates. All in this room are
familiar with his many outstanding contributions
and publications in dermatology. Only those with
sufficient gray hairs, however, can attest to his
unfailing devotion to the high ideals and tiring
responsibilities of The Society for Investigative
Dermatology. It is in a large measure through
his efforts that we are able to mark the present
high status of this Society and of investigative
dermatology by having as our invited speaker a
scientist of great reknown. Dr. Dubos is justly
famous not only for his skill as a pioneer in the
laboratory but also for his philosophy which
vividly illuminates science and points the way in
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which it can provide leadership and wisdom in
our civilization.
Dr. Dubos is a Member and Professor of the
Rockefeller Institute who came to this country
from France in 1924. He earned his Ph.D. in 1927
at Rutgers and gained everlasting fame for
demonstrating in 1939 that effective antibiotics
could be obtained from microbes.
As you know, one of the key ingredients in
Dubos' medium for the rapid growth of tubercie
bacffli is the surfactant Tween which causes oil
and water to mix, reduces surface tensions. I am
not certain whether he is here today with a sort
of Tween to persuade us as physicians and scien-
tists to mix with the rest of society as his fellow
convocationer, C. P. Snow, recommends, or
whether he will try to lower our surface tension
as a nation to make us more miscible in a hostile
world, or whether he will desert emulsifiers and
togetherness and embark on another theme.
I am happy to present to you the author of
many important papers and 5 good books, the
holder of 1 earned degree and 8 additional
learned degrees, the first Herman Beerman
Lecturer, Dr. René Jules Dubos.
